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CONDITIONAL PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

SIR: 

An Amendment Under 37 CFR §1.116, along with a Notice of Appeal, was filed 
on May 19, 2003 in response to an Office Action dated December 18, 2002. As Applicants had 
not received a communication responsive to this filing from the USPTO within a reasonable 
time, the undersigned contacted the Examiner to inquire as to status of the foregoing. 

On or about September 2, 2003, the undersigned spoke with Examiner Armstrong, 
who informed us that there was no record of the May 19, 2003 filing in the case. As a return 
receipt postcard was received by Applicants indicating receipt by the PTO mailroom of the May 
19 filed documents, it appears that the papers were internally misdirected at the PTO. As such, it 
was agreed with the Examiner to send her a courtesy copy of the Amendment Under 37 CFR 
§1.116, along with accompanying documents, as filed May 19, 2003. A facsimile transmission 
was accordingly sent to the Examiner on September 2, 2003. 

The Examiner reviewed the May 19 filing and promptly mailed an Advisory 
Action on October 8, 2003, for which courtesy Applicants would like to thank the Examiner. In 
response to the Advisory Action which indicated that the May 19 Amendment would not be 
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entered for reasons stated therein, Applicants herewith file a Request For Continued Examination 
(RCE) requesting entry and consideration of the May 19, 2003 Amendment. 



extension of time would be due for filing a response on October 20, 2003 (as October 19 falls on 
a Sunday). However, as the delay at least until September 2, 2003 was through no fault of 
Applicants and entirely attributable to the USPTO, while a three month extension of time is 
ostensibly necessary and hereby petitioned, Applicants respectfully submit that the cost of such 
extension should not be borne by Applicants in view of the circumstances explained above, but 
for which Applicants would have filed the RCE in a timely fashion (i.e., without need for time 
extension). 



Amendment timely filed for which Applicants must bear the cost, the Commissioner is hereby 
petitioned for such extension and authorized to charge any additional fees, or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-4500, Order No. 1232-4563 . 

In the event that a telephone conference would facilitate prosecution of the instant 
application in any way, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the number 
provided. An early and favorable examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



As the Notice of Appeal was filed on May 19, 2003, a petition for a 3 month 



In view of the foregoing, should any extension of time be required to render this 



Mailing Address: 
345 Park Avenue 



Dated: October 20, 2003 




New York, New York 10154 
(212) 758-4800 (Telephone) 
(212) 751-6849 (Facsimile) 
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